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RBAN growth in the West African coastal growth poles provides economies
of scale and the urbanization process leads to agricultural transformation,
especially in terms of agricultural intensification. In this context, horticulture is
particularly well suited for an urban environment and for city supplies.
Horticulture benefits from intensification techniques on small areas of
land and it provides good revenues for small scale farming systems.
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Results
Household incomes increased by 14%, with a large shift from farm to nonfarm
income. Within agriculture, activity shifted from staple crops to horticulture, both
for sale and in home consumption. Results also revealed a 40% fall in market
turnover and a substitution effect between farm and non-farm incomes.
City supply and periurban trade has gained in importance: exports to
Douala increased from 22% to 63% of the market’s turnover.
Horticultural crops are still marginal to the total household incomes,
but their share is rising. Only a small fraction of farmers specialize in
only horticultural crop production, most of them practice share-
cropping with staple crops.
Perspectives
In fact, urban growth affects not only major towns but also
most parts of the hinterlands with rural households. Improved
roads have proved to be efficient in increasing regional trade.
However, declining land availability impacts on agricultural
practices. Horticultural production is still marginal in Cameroon
but it is gaining in importance. More attention should be
devoted to the monitoring of the intensification process in
agriculture, especially for horticulture.
D
es
ig
n
an
d
p
ro
d
u
ct
io
n
:C
IR
A
D
,M
ar
ti
ne
D
up
ort
al
,,
M
ay
20
09
-
Ph
o
to
s
©
La
u
re
n
t
Pa
rr
o
t
0 200 km
YAOUNDEDouala
Bafoussam
MALABO
NDJAMENA
GarouaN
I
G
E
R
I A
NIGER
CENTRAL
AFRICAN
REPUBLIC
GABON CONGOEQUAT.
GUINEA
Muea
Bamenda
Limbe
Ngaoundéré
Maroua
Edea
Dschang Foumbot
Foumban
Mbouda
NdopBali
Oku Banso
Livestock & Food supplies
Food & Manufacture supplies
Manufacture & Textile supplies
Main paved roads
Mamfe
Food supply
Main areas of demand
Main trade flows
Atlantic Ocean
Littoral Province
West Province
Northwest Province
Southwest Province
South Province
Center
Province
Nigeria
Atlantic Ocean
Douala has become the main trading partner for the local food market of Muea.
Douala now represents about 63% of all exports of the Muea food market
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The fall of the market turnover reveals the rise of nonfarm incomes
in the portfolio of activities among farmers. This result also reveals
the increasing competition among the various food markets
in the South-West Province of Cameroon.
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Despite the fall of the local food market turnover,
the households living the town of Muea managed
to increase their incomes. This result reveals
better access of households to other markets
as well as the rise of nonfarm incomes.
Total 1995-2004 annual
household incomes in Muea
at real 1995 prices
The study of market flows among local food
markets can be a good indicator of nationwide
trade flows. Here, the study of local trade flows
for the market of Muea reveals the trading
patterns between the hinterland and the coastal
provinces of the countries.
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Method
Muea was surveyed in August 1995 and again in June 2004 using
independent surveys. The surveys included a complete census of
households (all houses and households were recorded for a random
selection), a household survey (300) and a market survey. Due to their
nature and scope, the household and market surveys provided
complementary and cross-checked information.
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